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A bit about me

2003: PhD in virology, Domingo lab, UAM

2004: postdoc, Chen lab, UCLA

2007: various editorial roles at EMBO reports

2015: Senior Editor in launch team of Nature Microbiology

2016-2018: Senior Editor for microbiology at Nature 

2019: Chief Editor of Nature Microbiology

2020: Editor-in-Chief of PLOS Biology

  

  

  

  



The PLOS Biology team
Our Staff Editors partner with our Academic Editors, ensuring expertise, fairness and efficiency 
for each manuscript.

Editorial Board
Our team of 260 Academic Editors, who 
assist and advise our in-house editors on 
manuscripts during the review process.



Data sharing

PLOS journals require authors to make all data underlying the findings 
described in their manuscript fully available without restriction at the 
time of publication. 

When specific legal or ethical requirements prohibit public sharing of 
a dataset, authors must indicate how researchers may obtain access 
to the data.

March 2014

• Summary data underlying figures – increasingly in external repositories 
(where it is more visible and reusable). 70% in 2024

• When community standard is to deposit raw data in a repository, we mandate 
it



Data management plans

• A data management plan (DMP) is a written 
document outlining how you are planning to 
manage your research data both during and 
after your research project

• DMPs help 
• Think about and developing your strategy 

for issues such as data storage and long-term 
preservation, handling of sensitive data, 
data retention and sharing, early on in 
your research.

• Anticipate legal, ethical and commercial 
exceptions to releasing data; deciding who can 
have access to data in the short and long term

Good resource: “10 simple rules to a good DMP” 
https://journals.plos.org/ploscompbiol/article?id=
10.1371/journal.pcbi.1004525



Code sharing



This graph shows the 
proportion of articles 
sharing code in Github and 
Zenodo out of all the PLOS 
Biology articles that share 
code. An article may share 
code in both Github and 
Zenodo (11% of articles 
with shared code use 
both). Our research 
suggest that authors like to 
share in both as Github 
allows readers to see the 
up to date version of code 
and Zenodo provides the 
archival copy.

Code deposition in PLOS Biology



Methods sharing: publishing protocols



Tools for Open Methods



Materials sharing

Materials-sharing more of a work in progress: if problems, contact the journal/ editor 



Responsible authorship: Inclusivity in global research

• PLOS launched in Sept 2021, recently adopted by eLife, ASM.

• If research is done in a country different to where the authors are, uses samples 
collected in a different country, was conducted with Indigenous populations or their 
lands, or on cultural artefacts, AUs asked to complete a questionnaire outlining ethical, 
cultural, and scientific considerations specific to inclusivity in global research

• IGR policy applies not only to trans-boundary research but also to trans-community 
research within a country: biological heritage that pertains to a culture, eg crops that 
are culturally linked to a specific group of people within a country (though more likely 
to apply to eg archaeology)



Open review processes: Transparent and journal-independent peer-review

https://www.reviewcommons.org/about/
https://peercommunityin.org/
https://peercommunityin.org/

